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Lesson Plan: Katrina Kamishibai
Grade Level: Fourth Grade

   Denise Tullier-Holly, Art Educator
      
   Southeastern Louisiana University Laboratory School 

   Hammond, Louisiana
Objective: Using the Japanese tradition of “paper drama”, kamishibai, the students will design and construct their own kamishibai of Hurricane Katrina. The kamishibai will then be presented (performed) to a variety of audiences. 


Materials/Resources
How the Years Were Named 
    Kamishibai story by Chizuko Kamichi
    http://www.kamishibai.com/
8.5” x 11” paper 
15” x 11” card stock 
colored pencils
crayons

Procedure 
Day 1 – Introduction and traditional kamishibai
Introduce the students to Kamishibai, its history, art form (a manual “powerpoint”) and how it works.
Begin a performance of a traditional Kamishibai, How the Years Were Named. As you begin, invite several students to assist in the performance. At the close of the Kamishibai, allow all remaining students to view and experience the changing of the story cards. 
Day 2 - Discussion and preliminary drawing
With a large group discussion of Hurricane Katrina, have the students brainstorm statements about their own experiences or the experiences of others. Draw a circle thinking map with Hurricane Katrina at the center. Write down all statements given. Every student had a story.
Introduce the creation of our own Kamishibai story about Katrina in order to share our experiences with others. Organize the Kamishibai in outline form: before, during, after, helpers, thank you. In my art room there are 6 tables with either 4 or 5 students at each; each group was asked to create a Kamishibai card for each of the topics. With some discussion, each student chose a topic to illustrate. 
Preliminary drawings were created in pencil.
Day 3 – Kamishibai card
Students transfer their preliminary drawings to the Kamishibai card (15”x 11”) using pencil and colored pencils. 
Day 4 – Language arts
On the back of their preliminary drawing ask the students to write a sentence or two about their image. This seems to be very easy for them since they really have ownership over this work.  The teacher can then visit with each student to check for spelling and meaning, a good time to monitor progress on their artwork as well. Students continue their drawings working particularly on contrast and texture. 
Day 5 – Kamishibai practice performance
After the cards are assembled in their correct order and the sentences are placed appropriately, the students do a run through of the Kamishibai. This is a time for collaboration with their classroom teacher, who may have extra rehearsals with a microphone in the performance space. 
Day 6 – Performance at Book Week celebration
Culmination of their good work is a performance at our annual Book Week celebration to a mixed audience, the whole school and parents. 
Notes: This process may be longer than 6 days depending on the student completion of the cards. In our case, we had the interruption of Hurricane Rita! More school days missed.  Our performance occurred the Tuesday before Thanksgiving; it was a very helpful for our healing.
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